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The Rainbow above CUFE
Welcomes Freshmen

By SHI Wenjie

The autumn rain chills the air
low-hanging clouds darken the sky.
Raining and drizzling

alternate for half a day.

I hop on the light-rail train
heading to the suburb north
and step on the Shahe campus,
for the first time

over the past eight months

due to the lockdown.

I am greeted by the staff who are
welcoming the new enrollment

by the school gate with masks on.

I enter the school library to return
the loaned books of extended-term

and grab a big cup of coffee for afternoon.

Showers end and the thicker clouds
get thinner and purely white

new buildings stand in an array.

By the lawn and wild grass of green
stands high the tower crane

against the blue sky.

Building sites are quiet
with diggers fallow

and workers not found.

I walk to the top terrace
to have a bird” s view
over the university campus

in late afternoon.

The sun is setting
and students are walking
from lecture rooms

to the cafeteria for dining.

In leisure they are talking

and with merry steps they are walking.

“How long have I not seen
the students in crowds
since the outbreak of the virus?”

I think to myself with a gaze.

The clouds above drift along
in clumps of small and huge and

behind them is the descending sun.

The airplanes fly over the sky,
meeting the clouds and climbing high.

Another quick shower comes and goes
finally the magic moment arrives

for which I have been waiting for a while.

A rainbow shows up by the east sky
greeting the students with a surprise,

who are waving their parents goodbye.

Gay as a teenager to meet his first love
I run to the school gate

to shoot the rainbow.

Again I dash to the roof-top terrace
to have a perfect view of the rainbow

how beautiful it is!

Like a huge arch gate
you span the sky above

gilded in colors of delicacy.

Like a massive bow of heaven
you stretch across the clouds nearby

greeting the earthlings with rich hues.

Like a vaulted air-filled column
you run across the field wide

gleaming with natural dyes.

Like a towering bridge
by oriental design of single arch

glinting in the sunlight.

Like a needlework
by a fairy from afar

stitching vapors in style.

So transient you are and
how fragile you have been
that a blink can not afford.

The song comes to my mind
with soft melody and lyrical words

and relives the moment of peace.

“The colors of rainbow,
so pretty in the sky...
I see so many people going by
greeting with faces smiling:
What a wonderful world!”
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